
MARI EASTMAN
(b.1970, based in Chicago)

Eastman’s work emerges from a pictorial study of images derived from 
fashion magazines, decorative objects and depictions of popular figures – 
which become intertwined with personal narratives. Her paintings, often in a 
small and intimate format, contain loose brushstrokes and often seem to be 
executed in an intentionally rough manner, which looks to defocus the image 
and strip back the initial delicate allure. Through this, and as Eastman says, 
she breaks and questions the heavy heritage which fell onto her shoulders in 
the moment she decided to paint.

Mari Eastman holds an MFA from the Art Institute of Chicago.  She has 
exhibited at Bombon Projects (Barcelona), Grifter (New York), the Hammer 
Museum (Los Angeles), Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions (Los Angeles), 
The Orange County Museum of Art (Newport Beach), the Berkeley Museum of 
Art (Berkeley, CA), Cherry and Martin Gallery (Los Angeles), Spruth and Magers 
(Munich), Barbara Gladstone Gallery (New York), and Maureen Paley (London) 
among other venues.  Her work has been included in such publications as 
Modern Painters, The New York Times, and on the websites Artforum.com and 
Contemporary Art Daily.  Her artwork has been featured on a limited edition 
collection with the Los Angeles-based designers, Rodarte. Eastman lives 
and works in Chicago and is on the faculty of SAIC’s Painting and Drawing 
Department.  
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Estar a la lluna (exhibition view), collective exhibition, Bombon Projects, Nogueras Blanchard, Joan Prats, Fonteta (Girona, 2021



Parar a la lluna (exhibition detail), collective exhibition, Bombon Projects, Nogueras Blanchard, Joan Prats, Fonteta (Girona, 2021
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Wolves at play (Exhibition view), Bombon projects, Barcelona, 2020



Foxes playing (exhibition detail), 2020



Wolves at play (Exhibition view), Bombon projects, Barcelona, 2020



Berthe with a violet (after Manet), (Exhibition detail), Bombon projects, Barcelona, 2020



Running Wolves (Exhibition detail), Bombon projects, Barcelona, 2020



Moonlit landscape with Cabin, 2020



Paintings and pots (Exhibition view), exhibition duo with Jennifer Rochlin, The green gallery, Milwaukee, 2017



Paintings and pots (Exhibition view), exhibition duo with Jennifer Rochlin, The green gallery, Milwaukee, 2017
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Internet shopping in the  time of Covid, Grifter Space, NY, 2020



The Artist’s Studio, circa June-September 2017” (exhibition view), Multimedia installation with paintings, Goldfinch Gallery, Chicago, 2017



The Artist’s Studio, circa June-September 2017” (exhibition view), Multimedia installation with paintings, Goldfinch Gallery, Chicago, 2017



Nazca Cup with mice, 2015-2017
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