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Eastman’s work emerges from a pictorial study of images derived from 
fashion magazines, decorative objects and depictions of popular figures 
– which become intertwined with personal narratives. Her paintings, 
often in a small and intimate format, contain loose brushstrokes and 
often seem to be executed in an intentionally rough manner, which looks 
to defocus the image and strip back the initial delicate allure. Through 
this, and as Eastman says, she breaks and questions the heavy heritage 
which fell onto her shoulders in the moment she decided to paint.

Mari Eastman (1970, Berkley) lives and works in Chicago and is on 
the faculty of SAIC’s Painting and Drawing Departmen. She holds an 
MFA from the Art Institute of Chicago. She has exhibited at Bombon 
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(New York, US), the Hammer Museum (Los Angeles, US), Los Angeles 
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based designers, Rodarte. 
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Woman in floral dress chin in hand (2024) detail

& remember, loneliness
is still time spent

with the world

—Ocean Vuong

Mari Eastman’s paintings may have glitter, or they may come from 
fashion magazines but there’s something that places them in a 
universe completely alien and distant from bling bling. Their blurred 
faces become an antidote to the Clarendon filter. They stand on a much 
more suggestive, insinuating, close to the attraction of the myopic and 
elusive gaze.

More than a concept or a narrative, the exhibition evokes a tone, an 
atmosphere created by the various landscapes, people and animals 
that it contains. They attract us like the photographs found in flea 
markets, because of their anonymity and their mystery.  Of solitary 
figures, moments and objects that contain something that continually 
escapes. Brushstrokes are similar to the mood of animals, difficult to 
photograph because they are unpredictable, they don’t mind being dirty 
or sabotaging a perfect scene.



Like the glimmer of insecurity hidden in the elegance of maturity.

Like the reflection of the sun on the crockery of a plate of leftover food, 
in a relaxed after-dinner atmosphere.

Like the perfection of out-moded women’s hairstyles, so melancholic.

Like the fragile pattern of a brown moth’s wings.

Like the folds in the fabric of a wet swimsuit that is slightly too big for 
us.

Like that landscape photo we took wrong from the train.

At the antipodes of the overly scripted and clear-cut texts of algorithms, 
the obviousness of the produced and studied discourses that flood 
the press. From everything that has to do with the supposed reality, so 
augmented, so perfect, so normative that it is confused with the fake, 
always optimised and profitable. This ambiguity, pleasure and poetry 
are more necessary than ever.

—Exhibition text by Rosa Lleó
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Lilac suit (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on canvas
35,5 x 28 cm



Lilac suit (2024) view at the exhibition



Woman with mirror (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on laminated paper
30,5 x 23 cm



Plate and fork (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
20 x 25,5 cm



Peach (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
20 x 25,5 cm



Woman with strawberries (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
35,5 x 27,5 cm



Woman in floral dress (2024)
Mari Eastman

Oil on wood panel
30,5 x 22,5 cm



Woman in shells 2 (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on canvas
70 x 51 cm



Woman in shells 2 (2024) piece detail



Silvery blue butterfly (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on canvas
22,5 x 30,6 cm



Dog bite (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on laminated paper
35,5 x 28 cm



Woman holding Dobermann Pinscher (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on canvas 

35 x 28 cm



Woman holding Dobermann Pinscher  (2024) view at the exhibition



Sterling silver (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
20,5 x 25,5 cm



After Monet, De jeuner (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
23 x 30,5 cm



Mustang (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
19,5 x 25,5 cm



Moon at Pinchot Park (2023-2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
40,5 x 30 cm



Moonlit Landscape (2021)
Mari Eastman

Oil on wood panel
26 x 21 cm (framed)



Moon May 2023 (2024)
Mari Eastman
Oil on wood panel
30,5 x 22,5 cm



E.G. Cody (2024)
Mari Eastman

Oil and acrylic on canvas
59 x 50 cm



Mountain Lion (2025)
Mari Eastman
Oil on canvas
22 x 30 cm



Coyote (2025)
Mari Eastman
Oil on canvas
40 x 50 cm



Moon (2025) 
Mari Eastman 
Oil on canvas 
152 x 91 cm
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Exhibition view (2024)
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Exhibition view (2024)
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